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and she passed a great part of her life at Rome and in
Italy. She was of the house of La Tremoille: her
husband was chief of the house of Ursins, a grandee of
Spain, and Prince of the Soglio. She was also on very
good terms with the Duchess of Savoy, and with the
Queen of Portugal. The Cardinal d'Estrees, also, was
known to have remained her friend, after having been
something more in their youth; and he gave informa-
tion that the Cardinal Portocarrero had been much in
love with her at Rome, and that they were then on
very good terms. As it was through the latter Cardi-
nal that it was necessary to govern everything, this
circumstance was considered very important.

Age and health were also appropriate; and likewise
her appearance. She was rather tall than otherwise, a
brunette, with blue eyes of the most varied expression,
in figure perfect, with a most exquisite bosom; her
face, without being beautiful, was charming; she was
extremely noble in air, very majestic in demeanour,
full of graces so natural and so continual in everything,
that I have never seen any one approach her, either in
form or mind. Her wit was copious and of all kinds:
she was flattering, caressing, insinuating, moderate,
wishing to please for pleasing's sake, with charms irre-
sistible when she strove to persuade and win over;
accompanying all this, she had a grandeur that en-
couraged instead of frightening; a delicious conversa-
tion, inexhaustible and very amusing, for she had seen
many countries and persons; a voice and way of speak-
ing extremely agreeable, and full of sweetness. She
had read much, and reflected much. She knew how
to choose the best society, how to receive them, and